
Tracy K. Smith is the author of The Body’s Question, selected by Kevin 
Young as winner of the Cave Canem Prize for the best first book by an African 
American poet. Her second book, Duende, received the James Laughlin Award 
from the Academy of American Poets. Smith received the 2012 Pulitzer Prize 
in poetry for her third book of poems, Life on Mars. In her memoir, Ordinary 
Light, Smith explores her own experience of race, religion, and the death of her 
mother shortly after Smith graduated from Harvard. The book was a finalist 
for the National Book Award, and named a Notable Book by both the New York 
Times and Washington Post. In 2021 she edited, with John Freeman, the prose 
anthology There’s A Revolution Outside, My Love: Letters from a Crisis. 
Smith’s fourth book of poems, Wade in the Water, won the Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Award for its examination of the grave contradictions tied up in America’s 
history. Her most recent book is Such Color: New and Selected Poems. 
Smith served two terms as Poet Laureate of the United States, during which 
time she traveled across America, hosting poetry readings and conversations 
in rural communities. She edited the anthology American Journal: Fifty 
Poems for Our Time during her laureateship. Smith is Professor of English 
and of African and African American Studies at Harvard University.

Tracy K. Smith

Tuesday, March 29  • 6:30 p.m.
Century College

East Campus Lincoln Mall

Presents a reading by

And conversation with Rosetta Peters
Rosetta Peters is a poet, an author, a public speaker, and an activist. She is 
of Yankton, Crow Creek, and Oglala descent. A procrastinator to the point 
of detriment and lover of the natural world. Rosetta has had her poetry 
published in the Yellow Medicine Review and has recently been awarded 
the Minnesota State Arts Board Artist Initiative Grant 2021 to professionally 
record and release an album of her Spoken Word/Performance Poetry and the 
MRAC Next Step Grant 2021/2022 for creative support for the completion of 
her memoir titled, The Spider and The Rose.

Open to the public • Free • Reservations required for in-person limited 
COVID-protocol seating at wluTracyKSmith.eventbrite.com • Reservations required

for live-streaming at tinyurl.com/TracyKSmithWebinar • In person event will be
ASL interpreted • For further accommodations and questions

contact WriteLikeUs@MinnState.edu

https://wlu-tracyksmith.eventbrite.com
https://minnstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_it3WhRavR_arwuW8HEyWVg

